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On Jan. 11, Mexico's Attorney General Enrique Alvarez del Castillo told reporters that Joaquin "La
Quina" Hernandez Galicia, president of the Mexican Petroleum Workers' Union, was scheduled
to appear before a federal judge on Thursday to face charges of homicide, buying and storing of
arms exclusively used by the military, tax evasion totaling more than 3.5 billion pesos, and national
security violations. Hernandez was arrested Tuesday at his home in Maderos City, Tamaulipas
state, after a shootout launched by an army commando unit armed with bazookas. A justice ministry
official was killed and several persons injured in the attack. Soldiers reportedly discovered 200
UZI submachine guns and 25,000 rounds of ammunition in Hernandez's home. Government
officials announced that a total of 34 persons were arrested on the same day, including union
secretary general Salvador Barragan Camacho and his predecessor, Jose Sosa, who along with 16
others were held on illegal weapons charges. More than half the lucrative drilling contracts issued
by the state-owned oil conglomerate, Pemex, are controlled by the Petroleum Workers' Union
(STPRM). The government has filed charges against the union for reselling contracts and collecting
commissions from drilling companies. Hernandez is claimed to be head of an empire consisting of
lucrative oil drilling contracts and construction companies to funeral parlors, ranches and union
stores. Political tensions between Hernandez and President Carlos Salinas de Gortari are traced to
budget cuts in union funds when Salinas served as budget director. During the 1988 presidential
campaign Salinas supporters suspected Hernandez of financing opposition candidate Cuauhtemoc
Cardenas. The union has since accused top Institutional Revolution Party (PRI) official and current
governor of Mexico state, Mario Ramon Beteta, of embezzling millions of dollars during his tenure
as head of Pemex. Beteta has been accused of losing millions of dollars worth of contracts for the
union. Rumors that Salinas has threatened to sell the oil company to private investors as part of
his government's campaign to divest itself of unprofitable enterprises led last week to a threat
from the oil workers' union. Union leaders said they would paralyze the nation's oil industry if
the government proceeds on its alleged plans to sell Pemex. Reactions to Hernandez's arrest are
summarized below: * Barragan Camacho, union secretary general, said in a communique that the
"aggression resulted from the valiant attitude that they (union leaders) have taken in defense of
the nationalized oil industry, a stand opposed by most reactionary government circles who are the
intellectual authors of this action." He added that union support for the Cardenas supporters is
believed to be another factor motivating the arrest. * Wildcat strikes shut down six of the nation's
nine oil refineries, eight petrochemical facilities. An estimated 6,000 oil workers and their supporters
walked off the job and marched to the central (Zocalo) plaza in Mexico City demanding the union
leader's release. Some 8,000 workers went on strike at refineries in Salina Cruz. Refineries in
Salamanca, Poza Rica, Cadereyta and Minatitlan were partially closed. * According to state news
agency Notimex, army troops were immediately dispatched to protect refineries. Late on Jan. 10,
Pemex officials said that energy supplies would be kept flowing with assistance from the military,
if necessary. Pemex director Fernando Rojas said that although there have been partial disruptions
in output due to wildcat strikes, the company had taken all necessary measures to guarantee the
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country's energy supplies. * On Jan. 11, two of La Quina's bodyguards told authorities that they
were instructed by Hernandez to kill union leader Oscar Torres Pancardo in 1983. Torres Pancardo,
mayor of the city of Poza Rica (Veracruz state), and local union representative and leader, replaced
Heriberto Kehoe Vincent who had been gunned down a week after an alleged altercation with
Hernandez. Torres died in an automobile accident after his chauffeur, Noe Cruz Espinoza, was
shot in the head. The bodyguards were among the persons detained after the shootout on Jan. 10.
* Members of the national congress pertaining to the National Democratic Front have accused
the government of illegal attacks against petroleum leaders and described Hernandez's arrest as
a dangerous precedent for Mexico. * On Jan. 11, president of the Labor Congress, Cecilio Salas
announced that 33 member-organizations of the Congress agreed to request an urgent meeting
with Salinas de Gortari to make known the labor movement's protest against the attack on a union.
Salas demanded the release of Hernandez Galicia, along with Sosa Martinez and other petroleum
union leaders. The Labor Congress claimed that the arrests resulted from agreements between the
government and "international banks to guarantee interest payments [on the foreign debt], and
the surrender of the oil industry to foreign capital." Mexico's foreign debt totals about $104 billion.
* On Jan. 11, defense lawyers for petroleum union leaders Salvador Barragan Camacho, Joaquin
Hernandez Galicia and Jose Encarnacion Ortega Kuri, delivered a formal request for measures to
ensure the safety of their clients to Jose Luis Garcia Bosco, judge of the 8th Penal Court District. The
objective of the request was to avoid keeping the defendants incomunicado. (Basic data from Uno
Mas Uno, Notimex, AFP, 01/11/89; AFP, 01/10/89)
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